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Praise the Lord for the wonderful opportunity of serving Him for another year at 

CVBC.  Can you believe that our family has been serving the Lord for you for six 

years as of January 1st?  May the Lord God bless you and keep you, smile his face 

upon you and give you peace in the New Year.  I pray we will not experience another 

natural disaster like the tornado of April 2011.  God has been so good to us.   
 

My family was so moved by the message within “The Sights and Sounds of Christ-

mas” musical presentation..  Feeling the Holy Spirit move during the service really 

touched our hearts.  I pray we never take for granted the tremendous amount of talent 

we have with regard to our choir, orchestra, and individual soloists.  Very few 

churches our size can testify to the amount of giftedness displayed within their church.  

I was so blessed to participate in the children’s Christmas program, “Christmas:  

Where, When, Why”.  Please thank all our children’s workers for their tremendous 

work in our Children’s Dept. throughout the year.  Observing the frantic and chaotic 

children’s musical rehearsals was an enjoyable experience for me,.  However,  watch-

ing the Lord bring together the children in an organized manner for the day of presen-

tation was a testimony to Him at work even in the youngest child’s heart.  The obvi-

ous Gospel Presentation within both Christmas presentations was not only important, 

but essential to the purpose associated with all the hard work and efforts put forth.  
 

We enjoyed a traditional but non-traditional Christmas Eve service.  I appreciate Bro. 

Billy Jacks’ inspiration and devotion to making this unique service part of our Christ-

mas experience.  The solemn and reverent ambience was accentuated by the candle-

light.  The liturgy was unique with the response of the congregation adding to formal-

ity before we participated in the Lord’s Supper.   
 

The familiar reading of Luke 2 on Christmas Day turned our hearts toward the most 

magnificent story ever told.  The story of the Messiah placed in the manger is still in-

spiring and awesome when we consider that Emmanuel “God with us”, is still very 

humbling to hear.   
 

 
 

(contõd on page 2) 
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A Prayer for the New Year 
 

Father of mercies, teach us today and every day of the year to see in all that surrounds us occasions 

for praise and thanksgiving to you:  When we behold the beauty of the earthôs garments and of a sur-

rendered life; when we wonder at the power of a storm and of your transforming love; when we listen 

to the happy laughter of children and to the promises of your Word.  When life gets so dreary that we 

find it difficult to praise you, remind us of the working of your hands in every corner of the universe. 

 
Help us, dear Lord, to commit our lives to the noble causes for which Jesus Christ lived and died.  

Help us to stand for the right rather than the easy; to search for truth rather than popularity; to fight 

for the welfare of people rather than institutions; and to love all people rather than seek to be loved by 

all people. 

 
Help each person in his or her need.  Deliver us from the guilt and love of our sins.  Through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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(contõd from page 1) 

 
Please remember to pray for our church  and community members who have had loved ones go on to 

be with Jesus during the past year.  So many members of the community of faith are facing their first 

Christmas and New Year without the presence of a father, mother, sister, brother, spouse, or other 

close relatives.  You can be a blessing to these people by making a phone call, sending an e:mail, or 

making a visit to them which would bless and encourage them.  Sometimes the greatest ministry 

that we can be involved with is the ministry of showing that we truly care. 
 

Please pray for our Education and Youth Departments.  Also, we need prayer with regard to the 

possibility of creating a recreation department.   The Finance Committee, Personnel Committee, 

and Nominating Committee need your prayers as they write job descriptions, put together pay 

packages,  and form search committees.  We are facing an exciting time of transition within the 

ministries of our church.  The need for a Sunday School superintendant has presented itself again 

because Rev. Rex Simcox has accepted the call to be a Pastor. 
 

My family’s prayers for you are that you and your family experience the grace and mercy of Al-

mighty God during this next year.  Furthermore, we hope and pray that God will prosper you 

both spiritually and financially.   
 

May the God of all creation hold you tight in His loving arms,  and His Son inspire your heart, 

and the Holy Spirit lead, guide and direct you and your family as you serve at CVBC. 
 

In His Secure Grip, 
 

Dr. B 
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2011...A Year of Challenge 
 

By the time you receive this newsletter, 2011 will be history.  It’s been an event-filled year for our fam-

ily.  The tornado on April 27, 2011 changed our lives forever, not because of any losses, but the uncer-

tainty that life can bring.  We all have seen the pictures of devastation all around the world and we’ve 

genuinely felt a sense of pain for others, but when the storms of life blow our hopes and dreams away, 

it is somehow very different.  Thank you church family for your help, your prayers, and your encour-

agement during all of this.  You have been wonderful!   
 

Now 2012 is upon us and I for one look forward to the new challenges with great expectation!   
We have a great church; now we need to tell others what we already know.  We’ve got to become pro-

active and hit the streets with the message that Jesus is Lord and that this church is a lighthouse here in 

this community, ready to show the way in 2012!  Will you join me and the rest of the staff as we grow 

the kingdom by reaching out to all those around us and compelling them to come to God’s house.  With 

that said, we must be faithful ourselves to be in God’s House every time it is humanly possible.  We 

don’t have time to listen to the devil’s lies and be casual about our faithfulness.  The army of the Lord 

is set to do battle for the lives of many!  Let’s do it together in 2012!! 

 

The Choir Needs You! 
 

I’ve made this appeal several times in these pages, with little success.  The worship ministry need vol-

unteers to join the music ministry of the church.  Some of you say, “ I can’t sing”, but God is calling 

for men and women to step up who will serve and sing!  A willing heart is more preferable than pure 

talent when serving our Lord.  He always took a little and stretched it to something bigger.  In His 

hands, you can become a holy vessel in which He will fill to overflowing, that will spill out to others 

and bless them!  Be willing!  Be available!  Be obedient ! 
 

Adult choir meets each Wednesday at 7 PM in the choir room.  See you there! 

òTerryõs Thoughtsó 
Rev. Terry Chitwood 

Worship and Admin Pastor 

Staff Birthdays  
 

Betty Carruth  January 1st 

Bro. Dwayne  January 17th 

Flavia Fleming  January 18th 

Carol Floyd   January 30th 
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Youth & Education Ministry  

 

Youth & Education Ministry  

Happy New Year from YOMOMA!! 
 

As we reflect back, this year has been a year full of excitement, surprises and tragedy.  
 

Last January we set off on our annual winter evangelism conference in Pigeon Forge and had a won-

derful time with Greg and Dina Spradlin and the Jason Lovins Band.  We even had a little snow that 

greeted us on our arrival and made travel a little difficult the first couple of days.  
 

On April 27 we woke up to the news of severe weather heading our way and by 9 am the first of sev-

eral tornadoes began to tear across our tri-state area.  By days end we had seen an unprecedented num-

ber of tornadoes and damage with at least one being in our own neighborhood affecting our own family 

and friends.  On Thursday morning, as damage surveys and clean up work began, I couldn't help but 

notice the number of youth from our church who were giving of their time, and some their own money 

and food, to help those who had been effected by the storms.  Some helped with clean up, cutting trees 

and removal and some helped cook and deliver food to those who stayed behind with their belongings 

and those volunteering to help with clean up.  Some devoted countless hours to help their 

neighbors.  As I helped with tree removal I could not help but be proud of the young "adults" we have 

in our ministry who worked 12-14 hours a day walking up and down those streets to minister to our 

neighbors caring water, food, tarps, gloves and anything else you could imagine.  I just want to say 

"Thank You". 
 

In June, our high school students took an interesting train ride to New Orleans, LA to take part in Mis-

sion Lab 2011.  They spent one week doing VBS for an intercity ministry of about 30 kids.  But, they 

spent about 4 months training and getting all the materials and lessons ready to go.  I can tell you one 

fact, OUR kids were changed.  They did not want to leave those precious children behind.  Had the 

train been large enough, I believe there may have been some stowaways.  One praise they had was that 

the bus made it back from Birmingham and there were no over night stays in the McDonald's.  
 

In November, as you all should know, Tommy resigned.  This was a definite shock to us all.  But as 

usual, everyone; students, adult leaders, staff, church members, have pulled together to insure that the 

outreach of YOMOMA continues and to God be the Glory.  We can only hope and pray for the best for 

Tommy, Jenny and Peyton. 
 

In December we had our Christmas party at Pie Slingers in Rock Spring.  We had 33 students and 6 

"Bohemath" pizzas to share along with the "Chinese" gift swap.  We had a great time and thanks to all 

the adults and the preacher who showed up to help and have fun with us.  
 

As we look forward to 2012 we can only pray that God will be as gracious to us as he was in 2011.  We 

have been in the planning stages for Summit for a couple of months now and it promises to be a great 

time as usual.  Sean Nix from Oxford GA will be our speaker and Jason Lovins and the boys will be 

back again to lead worship.  If you want to go and have not registered you may still do so.  The dates 

are January 13-16.  The cost is $150.00.  Please let us know as soon as possible if you want to go.  
 

 

(cont’d on page 5) 

 



 

 
PROMISES FOR THE NEW YEAR  

 

This year why not make some promises rather than resolutions for the new year:  

The following list should get you started: 

 

Promise to be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
 

Promise to make all your friends feel that there is something special about them. 
 

Promise to look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 
 

Promise to think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to make the best come true. 
 

Promise to be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 
 

Promise to forget the mistakes of the past and press on to greater achievements in the future. 
 

Promise to wear a cheerful expression at all times and to give every person you meet a smile. 
 

Promise to give so much effort to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 
 

Promise to be too big for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the 

presence of trouble in your life. 
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(contõd from page 4) 

 

We want to begin now praying very hard for the man God is going to send to Chattanooga Valley to 

lead our youth ministry.  Many folks will be involved in this process and we pray for them.  Pray that 

God will send us the perfect family who will lead us to new heights and has a heart to see students 

come to a heart knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We have over 2000 students in our high school 

and two middle schools that we primarily serve.  Only a small fraction of those students are in 

church.  As a ministry and church we have a lot of work to do.  

  

We want to thank the church for your generous donations to help some of our students attend Sum-

mit.  You always come through when we need you.  

  

We want to challenge you to be involved.  Come visit us on Wednesday nights and see what’s happen-

ing.  See what and who you need to pray for.  We also invite you to come share some time with us at 

Summit.  We can't feed you but take a day trip or stay overnight and worship with us on Saturday at 

9ish am or 7ish pm and again on Sunday at 9ish am and 6ish pm  (we really don't stay on sched-

ule). We promise you will enjoy the worship and fellowship.  

 

Thank you for your support and encouragement over the past couple of months.  We covet your 

prayers and support over the months to come. 

  

YOMOMA (whoot whoot!) 

Hebrews 12:1-2  
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2012 is here! I admit that I sometimes wondered if it would actually make it . As I see all that is happening 

in the world and here at home, I truly believe we are seeing the evidence of Bible prophecy being fulfilled. I 

believe it is time to get back to the basics and refocus. What does this mean for Children’s Ministry? It 

means renewed sense of urgency in personal evangelism and personal walk with Jesus. Child Evangelism is 

a part of my calling (working to bring others into God’s Family). I am also called to a personal relationship 

with Jesus (the walk). Children are watching to see if my walk matches my talk. Pray for success in these 

areas. 
 

2011 brought many things, some good, and some didn’t seem so good at the time; even though we know that 

God causes all things to work together for our good. It was the storms of April 2011 that brought the great-

est surprise and spiritual refocus for me (ask me about it). We saw an open door with our area schools for 

presenting The Gospel to children (Backyard Bible Club / VBS) and a resulting eleven new members in 

God’s Family. All glory, honor, and praise, goes to God alone. 

So, what is the Holy Spirit showing you? I can see three things I know He wants all of us to see.  
God wants to enlarge His Family. 

God wants His Family to be unified (one). 

God wants His Children to walk closely with Him…daily. 

Let’s get busy giving Him what He desires.  
 

I love you all ! 

LeBron 

 (Micah 6:8) 

òChildrenõs Corneró 
Pastor LeBron Durham 

Childrenõs Pastor 

Happy New Year! 

We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and we wish all a very Happy New Year.  January is kind of a 

laid back month after all the hurrying around in December, but we do have a need in our daycare.  We have 

several families in need of help with their daycare fees.  These families are having a hard time with their hours 

being cut back or losing their jobs and trying to find another job, the scholarship committee is trying very hard 

to help these families.  If you could or know of anyone that may want to help someone this would be greatly 

appreciated just make your checks out to the church for the scholarship fund it will go to the right account. 

Our church family has always been so gracious in helping our community this is another way we can help.  

May God bless each family.  We ask God’s blessing on our church and our country in the New Year ahead.  

Thank you for giving and the prayers for daycare ministry. 

In Christ Love, 

Ms. Gayle 

òDaycare Newsó 
Gayle Dickerson 

Director 



 
 

Thoughts for the New Year 
 

The new year lies before you 

Like a spotless tract of snow; 

Be careful how you tread on it 

For every mark will show. 
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òA Note About Our Senior Adultsó 
Rev. Billy Jacks 

Senior Adult Pastor 

Well, another year has come and gone.  As I write this, 2012 is just 3 days away.  The big question that 

we all should ask ourselves is this:  What one significant action did I take in 2011 that made a differ-

ence?  And that can be answered in the positive or the negative.  If we can answer by saying that what 

we did was positive, then how will we apply and magnify that in the coming year?  If on the other hand 

it was negative, how will we go about changing our actions so that we don’t continue to do the same 

things. 
 

This year has seen many changes in the world, our communities, and in the life of our church.  Mem-

bers have suddenly departed leaving with the unanswered question:  Why?  What is it that we are not 

doing that would have made a difference,  or what is it that we are doing that we can change and 

bring new life to our place of worship?  We celebrated our first Christmas Eve Candlelight Service this 

year with well over 100 in attendance!  This calculation was based on how many Orders of Service was 

printed.  There were 100, and several more families came in after they were handed out and we had no  

Orders of Service left, so they shared with others. 
 

I pray that each of us will seriously consider looking in the mirror and saying to the one that is looking 

back, ñis it I?ò  We have initiated the Deacon’s shepherding program, and began a new contemporary 

style of worship all on its own, separate from the traditional style of worship.  Is it working?  Where 

will it be one year from now?  Are we as members of the Body of Christ undergirding what we are try-

ing to do with the one thing that each of can do without monetary cost:  Praying!  If we are not praying, 

we are paying!......and paying dearly. 
 

If you are 50+ and have the time, come join the Young At Heart…we meet every third Tuesday of the 

month, with a covered dish and fellowship.    We look forward to the New Year with enthusiasm and 

energy to do that which we are called to do.  May the light of Christ that came this season, be in all of 

our hearts so that others might see and say, “surely, we are His Disciples!” 

 

        Rev. Billy E. Jacks 

Pastor, Senior Adults 



Page 8 Volume 7, Issue 1  

  

             Deacons News  
 

 
 

2011 ended with  several activities for the Deacons. We ended November by completing the project of 

helping a needy family. The Deacons and other men of the congregation winterized the home we were 

working on in October. We want to thank Doyle Tindell for donating sufficient gently used  carpet to 

cover the floors of the home, to Terry Chitwood for donating the appliances salvaged from his storm 

damaged house, to Chris Godfrey for the heating system and to Carol Floyd for her organizing skills. 

Many hours of work and donations went into the project but the reward was great in seeing how it was 

appreciated by the mother and children. Everyone who had any part in it received a blessing. 
 

December the Deacons were involved in the cookie distribution. Each year the church purchases tins of 

cookies to distribute to people. This year, over 50 tins of cookies were distributed. The deacons wish to 

thank Martha Pinion for all her help. Martha purchases the cookies and compiles  the list of names. 

She even delivers some and the Deacons deliver the rest. It is a real blessing to see how appreciative 

the recipients are in receiving this small acknowledgment. 
 

We are looking forward to how God is going to bless in 2012. Already we have started working on 

events to take place in the new year. The first event will occur on February 18th. This will be another 

time of fellowship for all ordained men, staff and wives.   We will have a supper and entertainment 

provided by Ted Gocke. Ted is a morning  announcer with J103. He has an act which is very entertain-

ing and funny. It is hard to describe exactly what he does, but I can assure you that you will enjoy it. 

Set aside this date on your calendar. More information will be provided later. 
 

In March, we are planning to  have a  conference for all ordained men. This will be a weekend event 

taking place in the church fellowship hall. Kenneth Keen, who is with the Southern Baptist Conven-

tion, will lead this event. More details will be coming. 
 

Reminder to all current Deacons.  January 8th we will be serving communion. Preparation for commun-

ion will take place in the fellowship hall at 8:30 am.  Also remember the regular monthly Deacons 

meeting will be on the 2nd Thursday in January,  January 12th. 

     

What of Tomorrow? 
 

I do not know what still awaits, 

Or what the morrow brings; 

But with the glad salute of faith, 

I hail its opening wings! 
 

For this I know  ððthat in my lord 

Shall all my needs be met; 

And I an trust the heart of him 

Who has not failed me yet. 
 

   —Author unknown 
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Sun Mon  Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

1 2 

 

Church 

Office 

Closed 

3 

 
Pastorsõ Mtg. 

4 5 
 

Staff Mtg. 

 

 

6 7 
 

 

8 
 

9 
 

 

 
 

10 

 

Pastorsõ Mtg. 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

12 
 

Staff Mtg. 

 

 

13 

 
Youth 

òSummitó 

Retreat 

14 
 

Youth 

òSummitó 

Retreat 

15 
 

Youth 

òSummitó 

Retreat 

16 
 

Youth 

òSummitó 

Retreat 
 

 

 

 

17 
 

Pastorsõ Mtg. 

 

Young-At-

Heart 

18 
 
 

19 
  

Staff Mtg. 

 
 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

22 

 
 

23 
 

 

 

24  

 

Pastorsõ Mtg. 

25 
 

 
 

26 

 
Staff Mtg. 

 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

 

29   30 

 

 
 

 

31 
 

Pastorsõ Mtg. 
 

 

 

 
 

. 

  

January 2012 



 

Chattanooga Valley 

Baptist Church 

We’re on the web 

www.cvbchurch.org 
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