
“We Are in a Tug-Of-War” Ephesians 6:12

“Struggles, Conflicts, and Opposition to this present age (worldly System)

 We are in a wrestling match with the flesh, the worldly system, and supernatural forces. 

12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (NIV)  12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. (NASB)  12For we are not wrestling with flesh and blood [contending only with physical opponents], but against the despotisms, against the powers, against [the master spirits who are] the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spirit forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) sphere. (Amplified Bible)
Introduction: You have heard it said: “Spiritual warfare is of the mind;” while that is a true statement it is not an all inclusive statement. The battlefield of the mind is only one battlefront line, of many others. Let us also discuss two other battlefronts. The Spiritual Warfare is a tug-of-war in which we are engaged in, and it pulls at us all the time.

1. War With the ​​​​___________System and Demonic forces (Ephesians 6:12)

Fiery Darts = origin within the natural worldly system

Fiery Darts = of the supernatural origin / Demonic Warfare

Be Not of This World = Romans 12:1 / present age / worldly system 

2. War With Our ______________________ Against God (Romans 8:7)

· Carnal Mind = Fleshy thinking is in opposition to Spiritual thinking

We cannot please God in the flesh = Romans 8:8
· Transformed Mind =  Renewed mind that has been transformed

Romans 12: 1-2 / change the way we think / think in the Spirit,

avoid thinking with the carnal mind / thinking in the flesh

3. War With the _____________________________(Ephesians 6:16)

Enmity (Romans 8:7) in the original language means: hatred, hostility, opposition, in conflict with, enemy of, or as in Ephesians 2:15-16; cause of enmity, or cause to become an enemy/an existing conflicting struggle, or hostility that may lead to hatred. 

Life Application:  We are at tug-a-war (wrestling with) with, and struggle with this world we live in, and we are in conflict with our fleshy desires, and we a battle going on with the efforts of the wicked in the natural and the supernatural. Our ultimate struggle in not with human being, it is with wickedness in human being, and the wicked one (Satan), and his demonic forces.

Conclusion:  Some three major struggles we have are the tug-a-wars with the worldly system: the flesh and the old sin nature, and supernatural demonic forces pulling on us. We must put on the full armor of God and win the tug-of-war. We must combat supernatural forces with the sword of the Spirit, and wear the armor of God, and understand that we are at war. (Ephesians 6:10-18). 
